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the ground with his trident, and the opening earth
caused the waters of the lake to disappear, which soon
brought about the death of the monster Yaldeo. Hence
the name Kashmfr, which is made out to be a con-
traction of Kashafmar, the place or country of Kashaf,
the Rishi, who may thus be said to have made it.

As to the truth or probability of the above story
about Kashaf, I need say nothing. The Hindu may
turn round upon us and argue: " You say the age of
miracles is over, and you can show no modern ones in
support of your religion more probable or less puerile in
appearance than those which the masses of this country
believe that our devotees still accomplish. As the age
of miracles is past for you, so, unhappily, is for us the
age for the incarnation and appearance on earth of our
gods, otherwise you would not be here. This we have
long been taught, and see abundant reason to believe,
is the Kala Yog, or Black Age, when the gods have
retired from the earth; but that does not prove they
have never been here before. We find that even the
rationalistic Socrates did not deny the actual existence
of the gods of Greece; and that, in an age of culture
*and criticism, the historian Plutarch thoroughly believed
in them. Is the universal belief of whole nations
and of hundreds of millions of people for tens of cen-
turies to go for nothing in elucidation and proof of the
past history of the human race ? If so, what import-
ance, what value, can we attach to the reasoning and
conclusions of a few Western scientific men and critical
historians who have formed a school within the last
century ? The probability woufft be that they, too,
have fallen into delusion, and are blindly leading the
blind. It is more rational to believe that the gods of
ancient Greece and India really existed, as at the time
they were universally believed to exist, and that they